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NOTICE TO OUR LOCAL VOTERS
Dear Voters,
The Tiffin Area League of Women Voters collects information and answers
to questions from candidates in its local district. Information on statewide is
gathered by a central source to make it easier for state candidates to
answer one set of questions, rather than multiple requests. At this time, we
have received limited information on the state races (Governor, Senate,
etc.), due to the problems related to the recent court cases for fair
districting. If and when we receive this information, we will add it to this
Primary Voter Guide. We thank you for your understanding.
The Voter Guide is in two sections, one for local races, for which every
local candidate returned their information, and the second section, which
includes the limited information on the state races. No information is
available for the state judge races. We thank our local candidates for
assisting the Tiffin Area League of Women Voters in providing the answers
to questions and biographical information for use by the voters.
JUDGE OF THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
Term: 6 years, Full term commencing 1-2-2023
Number to be elected: 1
Salary: $155,485
Responsibilities: To preside at trials of both civil and criminal cases; to supervise the
jury commission, grand jury, and other departments of the court.
Question 1: List your judicial experience (courts and years)
Question 2: What are the advantages of the PIVOT (Drug Court) program?
Name: Steve Shuff
Education: Wake Forest University (JD 1978)
Heidelberg University (BA 1975)
Tiffin Columbian High School (High School Diploma 1971)
Occupation: Judge, Seneca County Common Pleas Court
Training & Experience:
1999-Present
Judge for the Common Pleas Court (Seneca
County, OH)
1991-1998

Owner of Shuff Law Offices (Tiffin, OH)

1984-1991

Partner of Shuff & Kutscher Law Offices (Tiffin, OH)
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1983-1988
1978-1983
1978-1983
1973-1978

Prosecuting Attorney (Seneca County, OH)
Assistant Prosecuting Attorney (Seneca County, OH)
Associate Attorney for Thomas R. Spellerberg Law
Office (Tiffin, OH)
Legal Assistant/Legal Intern at Prosecuting Attorney’s
Office (Seneca County, OH)

Answer to Question 1: List your judicial experience (courts and years)
I have had the opportunity to be a Judge for the Seneca County Common Pleas
Court for over 23 years.
Answer to Question 2: What are the advantages of the PIVOT (Drug Court)
program?
There are several advantages or reasons for the PIVOT Drug Court
Program. PIVOT Drug Court is an intense program, at least 15 months in length, that
helps offenders with drug and/or alcohol addictions get the treatment and skills they
need to achieve a sober, law-abiding, positive lifestyle.
The PIVOT Drug Court program consists of progressive phases, with reporting
requirements going from most restrictive to least restrictive, as the participant learns
new skills and moves further along in his or her recovery.
Participants must attend regular court hearings, meet often with their caseworker and
probation officer, attend treatment and self-help meetings as directed, undergo random
and routine alcohol and drug testing, abide by the rules of the PIVOT Program and
probation, and obey all laws.
There are additional requirements for each phase of the 5 phases to the program.
Making life-altering changes isn’t easy, but the information, treatment, and teaching
provided in this intense, research-based program helps individuals chart a new course
that includes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A clean and sober lifestyle
A family life with close relationships
Healthy friendships
Educational opportunities
Employment goals and options
Becoming trustworthy
An overall, healthier lifestyle
Resources to help the person reach their full potential

Bottom line the PIVOT program helps save lives.

3

Tiffin Area LWV 2022 Spring Primary Voter Guide

4

Term: 6 years, Full term commencing 1-1-2023
Number to be elected: 1
Salary: $155,485
Responsibilities: To preside at trials of both civil and criminal cases; to supervise the
jury commission, grand jury, and other departments of the court.
Question 1: List your judicial experience (courts and years)
Question 2: What are the advantages of the PIVOT (Drug Court) program?
Name: Damon Alt
Education:
-The University of Toledo College of Law (Graduated: December, 2003): Juris Doctor
-Eastern Michigan University (Graduated: December,1999): Bachelor of Business
Administration
-Mohawk High School: (Graduated: May, 1995): High School Diploma
Occupation:
Seneca County Common Pleas Court Magistrate for Common Pleas Court Judge
Michael P. Kelbley
Training and Experience:
-Current Magistrate for Seneca County Common Pleas Court Judge Michael P. Kelbley
handling the domestic relations docket, bond and arraignment hearings, legal research,
and preparing decisions. I actively participate and am certified in the Seneca County
PIVOT Drug Court Program.
-Served as acting Judge for Tiffin-Fostoria Municipal Court presiding over the civil
docket, criminal bond and arraignments, preliminary hearings, pleas and
sentencings, and signing of search warrants and arrest warrants for law enforcement,
being available day or night.
-Served as the City of Tiffin Assistant Prosecutor handling criminal cases consisting of
court trials, jury trials, various motion hearings, and appellate cases.
-Owned and operated my own private law practice from 2004-2018. My
practice consisted of criminal defense work, domestic relations cases, business law,
guardianships, adoptions, and estate planning.
-Elected to three terms as Seneca County Treasurer serving as Seneca County's chief
investment officer, administrator of delinquent tax collections, and managing property
tax escrow account. I served as the county banker, handled real estate tax collection,
and investor of local funds. As the Treasurer, I was responsible for helping to
implement the Seneca County Land Reutilization Corporation, (Land Bank) to demolish
abandoned and blighted properties in Seneca County, and worked with the Seneca
County Prosecutor to accelerate the foreclosure process for abandoned and blighted
properties utilizing the Seneca County Board of Revision.
-Certified Public Account in the State of Ohio since 2002
-Licensed Attorney in the State of Ohio since 2004
Answer to Question 1: List your judicial experience (courts and years)
-Seneca County Common Pleas Court Magistrate from January of 2019-Present
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-Tiffin-Fostoria Municipal Court Acting Judge from July of 2019-November of 2021
Answer to Question 2: What are the advantages of the PIVOT (Drug Court)
program?
The advantage of the PIVOT program is that it operates with a rehabilitative justice
mindset and not simply punishment for those who struggle with substance abuse. The
PIVOT program is an opportunity for participants to overcome their addictions, change
their way of thinking, and allow them to become productive members of the
community. Instead of committing an offense and just being sentenced, the PIVOT
program has the advantage of allowing participants to benefit from practices such as
group therapy, individualized attention, and personalized treatment that will allow them
to be successful in the program. PIVOT is an intensive probation consisting of
individual and group counseling, medically assisted treatment, and meetings with
probation officers and caseworkers. The program ensures that the participants are
employed, have safe and secure housing, are paying on any outstanding restitution,
fines, and costs they owe, all while providing assistance with budgeting, rent, daycare,
and transportation. To ensure the success and integrity of the program and
participants, there are also random drug screening and home visits performed by the
probation department. Addiction is something that has impacted all areas of Seneca
County and the community, and the PIVOT program allows participants to be motivated
through the benefits of sober living such as their building of new relationships, gaining
meaningful employment, and the overall positive change in their lives because of
the program. With the growth of this program and the increase in success stories, the
advantages for both participants and the community are limitless. I am proud to be part
of the PIVOT treatment team.
Name: Kenneth Clason
Education:
B.A. (Philosophy / Religion), Ashland University
M.A. (Criminal Justice), The University of Toledo
Juris Doctor, The University of Toledo College of Law
Occupation: Magistrate for Judge Steve C. Shuff, Seneca County Common Pleas
Court
Training and Experience:
• Former felony prosecutor and defense attorney in the Seneca County Common
Pleas Court
• Completed trial advocacy training at the United States Department of Justice
National Advocacy Center
• Secured a life sentence at a jury trial for a serial child predator in the Seneca
County Common Pleas Court
• Trial attorney in large felony drug trafficking and criminal gang case investigated
by the Seneca Drug Task Force - METRICH Enforcement Unit, helping secure
convictions against all defendants
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Prosecuted felony crimes in the Seneca County Court of Common Pleas in
partnership with the Tri-County Fostoria Zero Tolerance Task Force
Presented jointly with detectives from the Seneca County Drug Task Force METRICH Enforcement Unit at Toledo Police Academy on trial strategies for
prosecuting criminal gang and criminal corrupt activity cases
Civil litigator in the Seneca County County Common Pleas Court and other
courts throughout Ohio, representing small businesses and financial institutions
Senior Lecturer, Business Law and Employment Law, Tiffin University
Former member, Board of Directors, Tiffin-Seneca United Way
Member, Tiffin Rotary
Associate Member, Ohio Township Association

Answer to Question 1: List your judicial experience (courts and years)
• Magistrate, Seneca County Common Pleas Court (2011 - present)
• Acting Judge, Tiffin-Fostoria Municipal Court (2014 - 2019)
Answer to Question 2: What are the advantages of the PIVOT (Drug Court)
program?
The clearest advantage of the PIVOT program is that it is saving lives in our community,
and helping our community members whose substance abuse issues have led to criminal
behavior to re-join society as productive members of our community.
I’m proud to say I was part of the team that formed PIVOT. I'm certified by the National
Association of Drug Court Professionals and have completed training through the
National Drug Court Institute. PIVOT allows the courts to work together and share
resources and, in conjunction with private partners, craft individual plans to help offenders
reach recovery.
This always includes substance abuse treatment, including cognitive therapy, but
depending upon individual needs, it can also include help with obtaining a GED,
employment training, and housing and other financial assistance. PIVOT also works to
help participants repair damaged and broken family relationships.
Name: Ken Egbert, Jr.
Education: University of Toledo College of Law- Juris Doctor (1989), The Ohio State
University- Bachelor of Arts- History, cum laude graduate (1986), Tiffin Columbian High
School, cum laude graduate (1982).
Occupation: Principal Assistant Ohio Attorney General, Ohio Attorney General's Office.
Training and Experience: 32 years practice of law- criminal and civil litigation, handling
cases primarily as a prosecutor in common pleas courts in Seneca County Common
Pleas Court and in more than 40 other Ohio counties, including municipal and county
courts, and courts of appeals in Ohio.
Answer to Question 1: List your judicial experience (courts and years)
Ohio Sixth District Court of Appeals, Toledo, Ohio (1988)
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Judicial extern: researched relevant statutes and case law, wrote legal memorandums,
and drafted proposed orders of the court.
Perrysburg, Ohio Municipal Court (1989)
Certified legal intern: prosecuted misdemeanor cases in Perrysburg Municipal Court as
a third-year law student certified to practice law through Rule II of the Ohio Supreme
Court's Rules for the Government of the Bar, prior to passing the bar exam and
becoming a member of the Ohio bar.
Seneca County Common Pleas Court (1989-2009)
19 years of legal and trial experience in Seneca County Common Pleas Court, handling
primarily felony criminal cases as a county prosecutor in our local judicial system
(General Division- Common Pleas Court I & II - Judge Kelbley; Judge Spellerberg and
Judge Shuff, respectively); also handled preliminary hearings in Tiffin Municipal Court,
and criminal appeals from Seneca County Common Pleas Court in the Ohio Third
District Court of Appeals in Lima, Ohio.
Common pleas courts in more than 40 other Ohio counties (2009-2022)
13 years of legal and trial experience in common pleas courts handling felony criminal
cases and civil enforcement cases as an Assistant Ohio Attorney General and special
prosecuting attorney in judicial systems in more than 40 other Ohio counties: Allen,
Ashtabula, Auglaize, Butler, Clermont, Clinton, Columbiana, Crawford, Cuyahoga,
Darke, Defiance, Erie, Fairfield, Fayette, Fulton, Gallia, Geauga, Hamilton, Hancock,
Hardin, Henry, Highland, Jackson, Jefferson, Knox, Licking, Lucas, Mahoning, Meigs,
Mercer, Montgomery, Morrow, Ottawa, Paulding, Putnam, Richland, Shelby, Summit,
Trumbull, Williams, and Wyandot; also prosecuted misdemeanor criminal cases in
municipal and county courts in various Ohio cities and counties, and handled criminal
appeals from common pleas courts and municipal courts in Ohio courts of appeal: Third
District Court of Appeals in Lima, Ohio, Fifth District Court of Appeals in Canton, Ohio,
and Sixth District Court of Appeals in Toledo, Ohio.
Legal and trial work in common pleas courts has included presentation of felony criminal
cases to grand juries for indictment, drafting and filing of criminal and civil complaints,
providing bond recommendations with victim input at initial hearings and arraignment,
drafting pre-trial findings of fact and conclusion of law orders and written negotiated plea
and settlement agreements for court adoption, question the venire during jury selection,
presenting evidence and oral argument at pre-trial admissibility hearings and at jury and
bench trials, submission of proposed jury instructions and sentence recommendation
memorandums with victim input for the presiding judge's consideration, and handling
criminal case appeals- writing and filing briefs, oral argument to the 3-judge panel- from
common pleas court and municipal court judgments of conviction.
Answer to Question 2: What are the advantages of the PIVOT (Drug Court)
program?
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When jailed drug abusers fail to receive the treatment they need, they will likely use
again and commit another crime upon release from jail. Drug courts such as PIVOT
(Participating in Victory of Transition) mitigate this "revolving door" problem by
connecting together justice and treatment to help drug abuse offenders kick their drug
habit. One advantage of PIVOT is testing for drug usage regularly and with such
frequency as needed, so information regarding drug use by defendants under drug
court supervision is available to the court on an on-going basis. As a consequence,
drug usage of defendants participating in PIVOT can be monitored closely and
substantially reduced while in the drug court program and, for most participants who
graduate, recidivism (the number of criminals who reoffend) is lower.
Another advantage of PIVOT is that participants receive intensive, comprehensive
treatment and case management more immediately to help them overcome addiction.
Without immediate supervision, monitoring, and regular drug testing after arrest, drug
abuse offenders are more likely to fall back into their old habits. Since PIVOT
participants are closely supervised and required to attend status review hearings at
court regularly and as frequently as needed, they are more accountable and with
encouragement, more likely to stick with the program and not drop out of treatment
early. Drug usage or failure to comply with other conditions of the PIVOT program can
be detected and responded to promptly. Immediate responses ranging from enhanced
treatment services, more frequent testing, and other timely sanctions are options
available for the judge to respond promptly to program noncompliance. If public safety
is a significant issue or participants willfully fail to comply, they can be terminated from
PIVOT and referred for traditional adjudication and punishment.
PIVOT's integration of drug treatment with other rehabilitation services is yet another
advantage because it helps promote long-term recovery as part of a more holistic
approach to the individual. In addition to well-structured treatment services, coordinated
and comprehensive programming is included to address the underlying personal
problems of the drug user, and promote his or her long-term re-entry into society to
become a productive citizen. Focusing primarily on participants becoming drug free or
achieving sobriety, PIVOT also helps individuals address other personal needs such as
obtaining a high school or GED certificate, obtaining or maintaining employment, and
developing mentor relationships within the community after participants graduate from
the PIVOT program, all important components to a successful re-entry into our
communities in Seneca County.
The PIVOT drug court approach is more effective than the traditional criminal case
process for the significant number of drug abusers who seriously desire to address their
substance addiction and turn their lives around. It reduces the "revolving door" problem
where incarcerated drug abusers are released back into the community and are
immediately back using drugs and committing more crimes. Instead, judicial
involvement during various monitoring phases of PIVOT establishes accountability for
program compliance and develops closer relationships with the court, participants, and
team members to help PIVOT participants strive to live a clean and sober lifestyle and
be productive citizens. Upon being elected common pleas court judge, I will work
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closely with the other local judges to enhance PIVOT's effectiveness and explore the
need to implement additional court programming such as a mental health docket and
seek available state judicial funding for such specialized court programs.

SENECA COUNTY COMMISSIONER
Number to be elected: 1
Term: 4 years
Salary: $69,873
Responsibilities: To exercise financial control of County expenditures; to authorize
public works; to purchase land and buildings; to let contracts; to plan and administer
welfare. The Board of County Commissioners also appoints other officials to operate
various departments.
Question 1: Now that the Justice Center is finished, what other projects could the
county work on?
Question 2: What is your opinion on a countywide EMS system and how should it
be funded?
Name: Bill Frankart
Education: Clyde High School & Vanguard Career Center
Occupation: Ridge View Farms & Sand Ridge Real Estate Owner/Operator
Training and Experience: 14 year (4 terms) Adams Township Trustee
Answer to Question 1: Now that the Justice Center is finished, what other
projects could the county work on?The next brick and mortar project for the county is
a new agricultural building that will house the Natural Resource Conservation Service,
Soil & Water, Farm Service Agency, and OSU Extension Services. The current building
is outdated and inefficient. Agriculture is the number one industry in Seneca County - a
new building with improved access and efficiency will better serve our farmers, our
youth in 4H, individuals involved in the master gardeners’ program and more. The Farm
Service Agency will continue to lease from the county, so that will provide a revenue
stream to help offset the cost and the county has the land for this project adjacent to the
current location. This project is a logical next step for the county.
The rural broadband project is another project that is important to the future of the
county. As part of the steering committee for this project, I've had the opportunity to
learn more about the importance of broadband internet access. I have heard from local
superintendents who expressed challenges that rural school districts face regarding
proper broadband access and how this can impact students’ learning ability. During the
Covid pandemic, many rural students had inadequate internet connection at their
homes and couldn’t access. In addition to education, healthcare is transitioning more
and more into telehealth appointments. These appointments require reliable
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connections, which currently are not always available in some areas of our county.
Improving internet access for rural areas is important to ensure proper access to
education and healthcare. Proper internet access to Seneca County families is a musthave basic need.
Answer to Question 2: What is your opinion on a countywide EMS system and
how should it be funded?
I am a part of the EMS Steering Committee as the Adams Township representative. The
EMS Steering Committee is made up of township and village representatives within
Seneca County. Currently, the Committee is exploring various options regarding EMS
locations, possible funding streams, and long-term sustainability planning. The EMS
Steering Committee is in the infant stages of the process but is working towards a
countywide EMS system that will be staffed 24/7, 365 days a year. Funding
recommendations will be made by the Steering Committee and will be a collaborative
effort of all involved. This is a grassroots group. We want to set up a system that is
financially sustainable, while allowing individual entities (townships/villages) the option
to join if they so choose. Ultimately, each entity will have to decide if they opt in or opt
out. Voters will most likely decide the outcome of this countywide EMS project. I support
this collaborative effort as we explore options to ensure the protection and safety of the
citizens in Seneca County.
Name: Adam F. Smith
Education: Calvert High School Graduate 1990, Heidelberg College Grad 1994
Occupation: Co-Owner of Carmie's BBQ & Grill and Camden Falls Reception and
Conference Center
Training and Experience: Life long training with my family business from the age of
15. Served on may community boards that have gained me the knowledge of how to
work together as a team. Most important being in the service industry I feel I'll be able to
serve our community and work hard for the voters of Seneca County.
Answer to Question 1: Now that the Justice Center is finished, what other
projects could the county work on?
External:
Ag Building, EMS County wide services, County Garage - ventilation system, Storage
for Scanning Docs., Seneca County Museum, Rural Broad Band (tele-health, farmers
GPS, Fire fighters) and County Capital Facility Projects
Internally:
I feel Regional Planning is an area that we can spread our wings and work on county
wide needs. Such as our partnering city Fostoria, villages and townships.
Answer to Question 2: What is your opinion on a countywide EMS system and
how should it be funded?
I support good quality EMS of all the 55,000 citizens in Seneca County. Their are placed
in county that have great services and others that need our help. Countywide EMS has
16 entities 10 townships/6 villages presently involved and all have identified it will
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decrease run times to sites and in turn will save lives. Also will create new jobs in our
community and most of all continue the collaboration with the Seneca County. I know
right now their aren't all 15 townships involved but doesn't mean in future that can hold
to be true.
As for funding, with the assistance of our community with millage, the commissioners
are in a position to spend one time monies to assist with the construction of these
buildings. The current system with commissioners general fund, allocation of dollars
$330K per year. Run Revenue $350K per year.

SENECA COUNTY AUDITOR
Number to be elected: 1
Salary: $88,284
Responsibilities: Chief fiscal officer, property assessor, county paymaster,
administration of tax reduction programs, sealer of weights and measures for the entire
county, distribution of dog licenses.
Name: Julie A. Adkins, Seneca County Auditor
Education: Graduate of Tiffin University, Graduate of New Riegel High School
Occupation: Seneca County Auditor - Serving the Citizens of Seneca County as
Auditor since 2008
Training and Experience: Having worked in the office for over 20 years, in 2008 it was
my privilege to begin my service as Seneca County Auditor. As a hands-on elected
official, my experience and training come from experience. Continuing education is
important as there are often changes to the law that guide the functions of the office. I
have earned continuing education credits for numerous workshops and conferences
and continue to seek out relevant training.
The experience that I have gained through leadership opportunities have best prepared
me for the many challenges as County Auditor.
County Auditor Association of Ohio – President - 2020
NW District Auditors’ Association – President - 2012
Ohio Government Finance Officers Association – Board of Trustees 2018 to current;
Education Committee 2018 to current
Tiffin Kiwanis Club – prior President; Active Member since 2008
Kiwanis Club of Tiffin, Ohio Foundation, Inc – Board Member 2018; President 2020current
Hopewell Loudon Athletic Boosters - Secretary
Seneca Regional Chamber of Commerce and Visitors Services – Ambassadors Club
New Riegel Moose – Life Member
Question 1: What updates are needed in the County Auditor’s Office?
Under my leadership the Auditor’s office recently upgraded our financial accounting
system. This conversion has increased our efficiency, security and transparency.
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Additionally, the Auditor website was enhanced to make it more taxpayer friendly and to
increase access to the records that are most often requested. Easier access and more
data has also been added to our GIS system.
Our office is currently in the process of evaluating upgrades to the website to provide
additional financial reports, forms and tax reduction program information.
Question 2: How will inflating house costs effect taxes?
Home prices have surged during the pandemic at an unanticipated rate. Specifically,
Seneca County has experienced an increase in property value of nearly 20% over the
past three years. Mortgage rates have begun to increase slightly and experts are
suggesting a cooling off period may be ahead for our real estate market.
As far as the impact on real property tax, Ohio benefits from tax equalization. As home
values increase, in most circumstances, rates will decrease. However, there are some
types of millage and tax rates that do not adjust with appreciation.
Property owners should be paying close attention to their property values and ask
questions when they believe they may not be correct. Additionally, when property
owners consider ballot issues, it is important for them to understand which tax levies will
result in a tax increase and which will not.
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U. S. SENATOR
Responsibilities: Represents the people of Ohio and the U.S. in dealing with matters of
national and international importance. The general welfare should be a prime concern.
Salary: $174,000
Term: 6 yrs
Morgan Harper (D)
Biographical Information
Websitehttp://morganharper.org
Facebookhttp://facebook.com/mh4oh
Twitter @twitter.com/mh4oh
Education Tufts University (Bachelors Degree), Princeton University (Master of Public
Affairs), Stanford Law School (Juris Doctor)
Training and Experience Recent experience: Director of Policy and Advocacy/Senior
Advisor, American Economic Liberties Project, July 2020-August 2021 (on leave); Vice
President, Knowledge Management & Strategy, Local Initiatives Support Corporation
(LISC), March 2017-June 2019; Senior Advisor, Office of the Director, Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau (CFPB), February 2016-February 2017; Special Advisor, Office of the
Director, Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB), January 2015-February 2016
1. What is the most pressing policy issue facing the federal government? What
solutions will you promote?
Morgan HarperOver the past 40 years, concentrated power in almost every sector of the
economy has made it more difficult for American workers, small businesses, and
communities to succeed. This concentration has led to increased prices for everything
from insulin, gas, and food, as well as lower wages and worse health outcomes. As part
of my Opportunity Guarantee Plan, I would push for antitrust reform and better
competition policy to address the concentration issue at the federal level to increase
innovation, raise wages, lower prices, and ensure small and medium-sized businesses
can grow. At one point, Ohio had more high-paying jobs than any state in the country.
Today, we have one of the lowest. This is the unacceptable result of decades of
manufacturing jobs getting shipped overseas. We need to stop multinational
corporations from outsourcing jobs to low-paying, union-busting countries and dodging
their taxes, and instead, create secure, high-paying jobs here at home.
2. How will you address challenges in the healthcare system?
Morgan HarperAmerica has the most expensive healthcare system in the world, yet
delivers among the worst results. Insulin costs more here than anywhere else in the
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world. One million Ohioans lost their jobs during the pandemic, and as a result many lost
their healthcare coverage as well. Another four million struggle to afford it. At any
moment, insurance companies providing healthcare can change the terms. Rising costs
make healthcare an economic burden on both small businesses and workers. To do
something about this, we must be honest about the forces arrayed against change. Big
Pharma and the insurance industry pay billions lobbying Congress to keep healthcare
costs high and healthcare outcomes low. To ensure coverage and control costs, we must
implement universal health care through Medicare for All – including mental healthcare
and access to addiction recovery services.
3. How will you address immigration policy?
Morgan HarperI believe that we need to make sure we are preserving the ability for all of
us to have the immigrant story like my mother was able to have. My mom came to the
United States in the 1960s from Trinidad, and she was able to work taking care of a family
and pay her way through college and then get to the position of adopting me and my
brother and enabling us to be strong members of our community. That's what we all care
about as Ohioans. What is it going to take to make it possible for those types of stories to
continue to happen? We need to ensure that we have comprehensive immigration
reform, and create pathways to citizenship for new people coming and those brought
here as children. We can't spend time trying to make it impossible for people to come or
wasting money building walls that are political stunts. We need to stay focused on the
reality. The reality is that America is a country made up of many immigrant communities
and that is the opportunity that we need to be preserving.
4. The pandemic has brought to light social and economic inequities. What role does
the federal government have in alleviating such inequites?
Morgan HarperThe pandemic revealed inequities that were always present – especially
when it comes to healthcare. Every American should be able to access affordable, highquality healthcare, regardless of their employment, and that is why I support Medicare
for All. The federal government has a responsibility to make sure that all Americans have
access to healthcare, and are able to take time off from work when they’re sick or to care
for a sick family member, which is why I also support paid family and medical leave. With
the pandemic also increasing the number of people with disabilities, we must protect the
civil rights and economic security of people with disabilities and their families. We need
to expand and improve programs including Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI)
and Supplemental Security Income (SSI) to ensure that they are meeting the needs of
disabled people and their families.
5. What steps should the federal government take to assure free, fair and secure
elections, and that every eligible voter has full access to the ballot?
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Morgan HarperFar-right extremists have declared war on voting rights, the cornerstone
of our democracy. We urgently need to fight back at the federal level. We must pass the
John Lewis Act and the For The People Act, and work to make our elections more secure.
The citizens of Washington DC deserve statehood. Arcane Senate rules like the filibuster
cannot stand between our people and their rights. The Supreme Court should be
expanded to restore balance after Trump stole seats to push the Court far right. At a
basic level, our communities cannot gain back their power if our people are denied their
right to vote.
6. What is the role of the federal government to protect the rights of women and LGBTQ
Americans?
Morgan HarperWe cannot let an extremist Supreme Court take away our fundamental
right to choose. Our bodies are our own. This is a fight I will never, ever waver on. I was
born to a teenager who was not prepared to raise me and gave me up for adoption. At
the core of that story is a decision, a decision that every person has a right to make for
themselves. I will fight to make sure the far-right cannot drag our communities
backwards, putting lives at risk and cutting reproductive healthcare resources. We need
to protect equal justice under the law for all Americans, and we must also end
discrimination against LGBTQ people. Toward that end, it’s long past time for the Equality
Act to become law. In addition, we must go further to address a wide variety of issues still
facing LGBTQ Americans, while also remaining vigilant in protecting the legal progress
we’ve already won. We must fight shoulder to shoulder to protect equality every day.
7. What is your position on efforts to protect our water, air, and land? Include how you
will address climate change.
Morgan HarperI am strongly in favor of efforts to protect our water, air, and land.
Protecting the future is one of the greatest challenges of our generation, but it’s also an
opportunity – and Ohio can be a leader in getting us there. We must recognize that
climate solutions will create well-paying union jobs for Ohioans. We need immediate
federal investments to create as many as 600K clean energy jobs over the next 10 years.
Wind turbine technicians make, on average, $52K per year, and represent one of the best
maintenance and repair jobs in the country. We also must vastly improve our
transportation infrastructure so workers have a reliable and safe route to work, while
cutting back on emissions. We must create incentives for electric vehicle (EV) ownership
and rapidly invest in building out the infrastructure to support those vehicles. And we can
invest in making existing housing stock more energy efficient to address the climate
crisis while also increasing housing supply.
8. What is your position on government oversight of gun ownership and safety?
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Morgan HarperWe need action to end the violence across Ohio and across the country.
We need common sense gun legislation that will ensure we don’t see unnecessary loss of
life due to gun violence. To start, that means three measures that we should enact
immediately: 1) Requiring universal background checks, – we need to close loopholes so
that background checks are required on all gun sales, not just sales by licensed gun
dealers. 2) Implementing extreme risk protection orders – also known as red flag laws,
which allow for temporary confiscation of weapons if someone is a threat to themselves
or others and 3) Restricting access for those who have a history of domestic violence – if
we know that someone has a history of domestic violence, they shouldn’t have access to
guns, period. But we also need to recognize that many incidents of violence, including
involving guns, connect to root causes like poverty that must be addressed as well.
9. What is the role of the federal government in assuring access to high-quality
education (include PK - 20)?
Morgan HarperOhio’s public schools and universities were the engine that built our
middle class. But today, the future of Ohio’s young people is being erased by unequal
school funding and massive student debt. We need to take federal action to forgive
student debt, and invest in public colleges, HBCUs, trade schools, and community
colleges to make sure young people are prepared for the jobs of the future here in Ohio. I
support: 1) Free community college and trade schools for all. 2) Full student loan debt
forgiveness. 3) Expanding trade schools to professional areas of future need, and
building entrepreneurship programs into all of them. 4) Funding schools equally
regardless of ZIP code.

Traci Johnson (D)
Biographical Information
Websitehttp://www.OhioforJohnson.com
Facebookhttp://www.facebook.com/Traci-TJ-Johnson-US-Senat
Twitter @https://twitter.com/Traci_TJJohnson
Education Ohio University BA Political Science/Pre-Law, Pursued MA The Ohio State
American Public Policy/Russian Politics
Training and Experience State Government Experience: Governors Office(LGBTQ Issues),
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency, Ohio Office of Budget and Management, Ohio
Attorney Generals Office, President of Information Technology Solutions Company,
Community Activist for the past 20 years Elected Ward Committee Women, Served on
numerous Boards of Directors advocate for Seniors, Disabled, Children, Recovering
Addicts, Blind, Homeless
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1. What is the most pressing policy issue facing the federal government? What
solutions will you promote?
Traci JohnsonI watched my mother struggle like most Ohioans to feed her family, pay,
rent and buy gas. We must get Ohioans back to work putting more money in their
pockets. Ohio has jobs that need to be immediately filled and countless new jobs. Invest
in upskilling people through apprenticeship, trade school training and development
program so workforce talent can reenter the job market at a higher salaries in the
Technology industry, renewable energy sectors, advance transportation industries and
guarantee access to free and affordable high speed internet. Our economy must not
leave women behind over million left the job market, we must provide public funded
childcare, universal childcare, and flexible work option for women to return to the job
market. As a business owner, I will Invest in small businesses and focus on new lending
opportunities, access capital, greater access to low interest loans and grants so we can
grow the economy from the middle out verse the top down.
2. How will you address challenges in the healthcare system?
Traci JohnsonHealth care is a right, not a privilege, we must ensure that all Ohioans have
access to affordable quality health care, preventative, and mental health services. The
Pandemic highlighted issues within our Healthcare system - I will take on the big
pharmaceutical companies to reduce drug prices, lower deductibles, and co-pays.
Focus on the needs of patients and the people who care for them, over corporate profits,
protect and strengthen Medicaid for seniors, make it easier to access mental health
service. We must be prepared for the surge of variants, create vaccine distribution
response systems and reduce the impact of future adverse public health crisis. In order
to build a stronger system, we must eliminate the deep-rooted inequities entrenched
racial disparities in our health care system, that impact our communities and focus on
the health and wellbeing of our Veterans and people with Disabilities. I will provide
funding from Washington to help combat the opioid epidemic.
3. How will you address immigration policy?
Traci JohnsonWere your ancestors native American Indians? Where your ancestors
forcibly enslaved and brought to America? If not, you are an immigrant. The previous
administration waged an assault on our core values and principles. We must guarantee
that the USA has a Fair, Humane Welcoming Immigration System, utilize the power of
technology to Modernize America’s immigration system. Provide a path to citizenship for
the more than 11 million undocumented immigrants currently in the United States. We
can secure our borders and enforce our laws without violating due process, locking
children in cages or tearing families apart.
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4. The pandemic has brought to light social and economic inequities. What role does
the federal government have in alleviating such inequites?
Traci JohnsonThe Pandemic has accelerated the use of digital technologies as most
schools and universities pivoted to online learning, causing serious inequities in
technology access, schools with low income children did not have access to computers,
technology equipment, devices, high speed internet or broad band connectivity.
Technology usage from video conferencing to telemedicine become the prime platform
for Ohioans, Teachers and Hospitals. With the closure of brick and mortars, E-commerce
systems increased in traffic. Exposing the current technology disparities and inequities in
healthcare and educations and the impacts on Seniors, African Americans, Hispanics,
communities of color and poor people. We cannot leave anyone behind if Ohio want to
be competition. We must guarantee affordable access to high speed internet and
broadband connectivity across the State of Ohio from rural to the urban areas with
access to digital literacy training on internet platforms, social media & mobile devices.
5. What steps should the federal government take to assure free, fair and secure
elections, and that every eligible voter has full access to the ballot?
Traci JohnsonRepublicans are working to restrict Ohioan voices from being heard. They
have introduced over 300 bills in more than 45 states to undermine our elections, this
impacts people of color, the elderly and people in low income communities by imposing
strict voter ID laws, cutting voting times, restricting registration, and two million voters
were purged since 2011, they are disenfranchising large numbers of eligible voters of
color by these radical discriminatory practices intended to diminish our voting power. I
will oppose all forms of voter suppression and work to make voting readily accessible to
all Ohioans and support the strengthening of the Voting Rights Act/John Lewis Voting
Rights Advancement Act.
6. What is the role of the federal government to protect the rights of women and LGBTQ
Americans?
Traci JohnsonI am pro-choice and I support women’s health and reproductive rights
including access to safe and legal abortions. All across the U.S. our rights are under
attack by bills limiting our right to choose and attempting to criminalize abortion and its
providers. As a former NARAL PAC President, longtime advocate for reproductive rights
high-quality access to health care services, every women have fundamental and
constitutional right to privacy; no should be able to tell a women what to do with her
body. Through my experience with the Governors Office Commission on LGBTQ issues, I
have been an advocate working to reverse policies that discriminate against LGBTQ
people in the fight to ensure economic equality. Republicans have waged an attacked
on LGBTQ rights, preventing access to Health Care, insurance benefits and fair housing. I
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will fight to prevent this type of discrimination in Ohio. No one should be discriminated
against because of who they love.
7. What is your position on efforts to protect our water, air, and land? Include how you
will address climate change.
Traci JohnsonExperts anticipate climate change as our next biggest emergency.
Through my previous experience with the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency, I will
focus on jumpstarting the economy and creating jobs and investments in clean energy.
We must commit to cutting greenhouse gas emissions by 50% by 2030, and work to
reach a 100% carbon pollution-free power sector by 2035. We must put an end to fossil
fuel subsidies - dirty energy and move to clean energy, create good paying union jobs in
clean energy where our autoworkers are building electric vehicles and the charging
infrastructure stations. Everyone has a roll in reducing their carbon footprint – eat less
red meat, reuse plastics, wear secondhand clothes, limit the amount of water that we
use, walk or ride bikes for short trips. Climate change will take a global commitment
which is critical towards achieving climate goals that impact our future.
8. What is your position on government oversight of gun ownership and safety?
Traci JohnsonOhio's violent crime rate is low compared to most states, in Toledo and
Cleveland violent crime rates on the rise. Cleveland, Dayton, Akron and Cincinnati have
ranked in the nation’s top 50 in homicides. Is illegal for an 18 year old to drink in Ohioan
but they can buy an AR-15. In 2019, a mentally disturbed 24 year old killed 9 and wounded
17 on a summer’s evening in Dayton in a shooting rampage that lasted less than 30
seconds. Ohio fails to require background checks on private sales and doesn't regulate
assault weapons or large-capacity ammunition magazines, we must close the gun show
loophole! There is no good reason for our streets to be flooded with weapons easily
accessible for the use in robbery, homicide, domestic abuse and accidental discharge.
Ohioans have consistently voiced their support for reasonable increases in gun controls.
When elected I will focus on policies that get guns off our streets, save lives and protect
our communities.
9. What is the role of the federal government in assuring access to high-quality
education (include PK - 20)?
Traci JohnsonRepublicans are focused on tax cuts for corporations and rewarding the
wealthy and have refused to focus on education. Make Education Affordable, work to
cancel student loan debt, provide free community college. Education is unconstitutional
because of the over reliance on property taxes, so our children’s future is constantly
being decided at the voting booth. We must invest in our schools to eliminate the funding
gap between rich and poor districts, a child’s future should not be determined by
parents’ income or race. Ohio has over 600 school district so we must invest according to
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the need, not the zip. Support our teachers by giving them the pay and dignity they
deserve. Many Teachers invest in our schools and students out of their own pockets. We
must invest in the resources needed for student to grow so Teacher can focus on
Teaching. Education leads to jobs which lead to a strong community.

LaShondra Tinsley
Biographical Information
Websitehttp://www.lashondratinsley.com
Facebookhttp://www.facebook.com/lashondra.tinsley.5
Twitter @https://twitter.com/lashondratinsl1?lang=en
Education Currently attending Franklin University and Columbus State Community College
Training and Experience LEAD Ohio, She Should Run, Ignite, Progressive Change Campaign
Committee (PCCC), Ready to Run, Black Campaign School, New Leadership Ohio, BOSS
for Change, POWER (Power for Ohio Women Empowered to Represent) Run to Win. I have
also volunteered for several elected officials campaigns including but not limited to
Congress Women Joyce Beatty, Judge Terri Jamison, Reynoldburg City Council members
(Shanette Strictland, Angie Jenkins, Merideth Lawson Rowe) House Representative
Dontavius Jarrels ETC..
1. What is the most pressing policy issue facing the federal government? What solutions
will you promote?
LaShondra TinsleyUniversal Healthcare is the most pressing policy issue facing the
federal government. To many Americans can't afford the medical care they need often
having no choice but to let whatever ailment their facing linger until it becomes an
emergency. Unfortunately, by this time it may be to late. The astronomical cost of
prescriptions add to this burden. A burden that shouldn't be a burden at all. We are
America! The global leaders! If other developed countries have free healthcare for their
citizens, then America is behind. This is no socialist Ideal. This is a commonsense human
right. No one should have to be rich in order to receive quality health care, or pay prices
for prescriptions that can potentially send families in a paycheck to paycheck cycle. It's
time to look past party affiliation and look at human needs. We as citizens get sucked
into party issues and when the smoke clears we realize we are still lacking basic human
needs for ourselves and our love ones.
2. How will you address challenges in the healthcare system?
LaShondra TinsleyFirst, I would vote on the wealthy paying their share of taxes. Its not
right that the brunt of America's taxes come from the pockets of the working and middle
class. Addressing this issue first and reallocating funds, will help with the initial start up
cost of universal healthcare. Simultaneously, we will dig into reports and briefings along
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with studying other developed countries, see how they're providing free health care
efficiently and then do it better! Again, we are America, we are the leaders. I would like
Ohio to join in with California becoming one of the first states to provide universal health
care for their citizens. Ohio is one of our nations leaders when it comes to innovation.
Ohio will show America how it's done!
3. How will you address immigration policy?
LaShondra TinsleyBy helping to update and modernize immigration policy. There are
more effective ways to address immigration issues while being strategic as to who we let
into our country and allowing immigrants to enter for a chance to have a better life for
themselves and their families. We as Americans have to remember that previous
generations and some currently are immigrants. Besides those forced through slavery,
came to America for a better life. Now that we are past that era, I think we all can agree
that we are thankful for the opportunity at a better life and should welcome others in a
strategic way allowing them a chance at a better life also.
4. The pandemic has brought to light social and economic inequities. What role does the
federal government have in alleviating such inequites?
LaShondra TinsleyThe federal government plays a tremendous role in alleviating the
newly exposed inequities. Classism, the gap in wages and systemic racism are just some
of the newly exposes inequities that need to be addressed immediately by the federal
government. I have some fresh innovative, commonsense ideas that I look forward to
introducing once I'm elected U. S. Senator to represent our state Ohio!
5. What steps should the federal government take to assure free, fair and secure
elections, and that every eligible voter has full access to the ballot?
LaShondra TinsleyHonor the 1964 civil rights act legislation that was already passed and
signed into law. We also need to create policy that prevents legislation of this magnitude
from ever being amended to a previous, unethical state.
6. What is the role of the federal government to protect the rights of women and LGBTQ
Americans?
LaShondra TinsleyIt is the role of the federal government to protect all it's citizens.
Gender or sexual orientation is the business of that person in particular. No one should be
assaulted, mistreated, denied a job etc.. based on that.
7. What is your position on efforts to protect our water, air, and land? Include how you will
address climate change.
LaShondra TinsleyI would halt all fracking immediately. We have to do more research
and find more effective ways to retrieve domestic natural gas and oil. It is also important
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to start investing more into natural, renewable, and sustainable energy as a way to have
additional options and not to overwhelm one system versus another. This way we can
always be ahead with multiple energy sources.
8. What is your position on government oversight of gun ownership and safety?
LaShondra TinsleyI believe we all have a right to bear arms. I believe in our constitutional
right to protect oneself and one's family. In addition, there absolutely has to be
regulations. We have to end mass shootings, crime and all other issues addressing
responsible gun ownership.
9. What is the role of the federal government in assuring access to high-quality
education (include PK - 20)?
LaShondra Tinsley

Tim Ryan (D)
Biographical Information and Answers to questions:
Candidate has not yet responded.
Matt Dolan
Biographical Information and Answers to questions:
Candidate has not yet responded.
Mike Gibbons (R)
Biographical Information and Answers to questions:
Candidate has not yet responded.
Josh Mandel (R)
Biographical Information and Answers to questions:
Candidate has not yet responded.
Neil Patel (R)
Biographical Information and Answers to questions:
Candidate has not yet responded.
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Mark Pukita (R)
Biographical Information and Answers to questions:
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Jane Timken (R)
Biographical Information and Answers to questions:
Candidate has not yet responded.
J. D. Vance (R)
Biographical Information and Answers to questions:
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GOVERNOR, STATE OF OHIO
Responsibilities: Ensures that all laws are executed, reports the condition of the state, and
presents a proposed budget to the legislature.
Salary: $161,121
Term: 4 yrs
Josh Cranley (D)
Biographical Information
Websitehttp://cranleyfedorforohio.com
Facebookhttp://facebook.com/mayor.cranley
Twitter @twitter.com/JohnCranley
Education Xavier High School; John Carroll University, BA (magna cum laude); Harvard Law
School, JD; Harvard Divinity School, Master in Theological Studies
Training and Experience Former Cincinnati Mayor and Co-Founder of the Ohio Innocence
Project
1. What are the most pressing policy issues facing Ohio? What solutions will you
promote?
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John CranleyJobs and the economy are the most pressing issues to Ohioans. As
governor, I will create 30,000 jobs every year that pay at least $60,000 per year and do
not require a college degree, rebuilding roads and bridges, expanding broadband Wifi
access to the entire state and creating advanced manufacturing and renewable energy
jobs. Secondly, I will help pay for those jobs by legalizing and taxing adult-use marijuana.
Finally, take on inflation by halting the gas tax and providing Ohio middle-class families
with a yearly energy dividend funded by energy profits, similar to that of Alaska and
North Dakota.
2. How will you address challenges in the healthcare system?
John CranleyToo many Ohioans have to drive too far for basic health care, and when
people change jobs they wonder what benefits will be lost. This is wrong. As governor, I
will make sure that each of Ohio’s 88 counties has at least one federally qualified health
center. These centers focus on primary health care and offer services that are affordable
and high quality. I also will make health care benefits portable so that workers can take
their insurance with them from job to job. Using Obamacare and making improvements
that are right for Ohio, I will bring health care providers and good-paying jobs to each of
the 88 counties and workers will have confidence they can keep their benefits. I also will
increase treatment for the opioid crisis and mental health, because we should treat
addiction and mental health as a top public health priority. And I know that abortion is
healthcare so I will veto and bills that seek to limit abortion care or restrict access to it.
3. The pandemic has brought to light social and economic inequities, what role does
the governor have in alleviating such inequities?
John CranleyGrowing up in Cincinnati, my city was losing population and in decline. I’m
proud that under my tenure, we’ve had a major comeback, with more jobs, higher wages,
and population growth for the first time in sixty years. In 2021, the Milken Institute ranked
Cincinnati as the best performing city in Ohio, a ranking that evaluates job and wage
growth, housing affordability, and high-tech GDP. Cincinnati has more Black-owned
businesses that make a half a million dollars than any city in Ohio, we built the largest
municipally-owned solar farm in the country, and passed the only $15-dollar minimum
wage for city workers in the state. Cincinnati municipal government, which supplies
water to 1.1 million people, is carbon neutral. In short, by prioritizing and implementing
ideals of economic inclusion and sustainability, we have shown that Democratic
principles work.
4. What steps will you take to assure free, fair and secure elections, and that every
eligible voter has full access to the ballot?
John CranleyI will lead an effort to change the Ohio Constitution and replace today’s
unfair system that lets politicians draw lopsided legislative and congressional districts
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with one that puts citizens in charge. Republicans on today’s panel knew they were
ignoring the constitution and did not care. They knew that more than 70 percent of Ohio
voters wanted fair maps - and refused to provide them. The Citizens’ Commission will be
independent and responsible for drawing maps that accurately reflect Ohio’s population
and swing-state status. I will work with voting rights advocates to expand voting
opportunities and veto any legislation that seeks to limit them and deny anyone full
access to the ballot.
5. What is the role of the governor to protect the rights of women and LGBTQ
Americans?
John CranleyAs a young citycouncilmen, I helped pass a non-descrimination laws for
housing and employment for to include sexual orientation in 2005. Under my watch,
Cincinnati became the first city in Ohio to receive a 100% score for the Human Rights
Campaign and the first city in the state to ban conversion therapy. As governor, I will sign
an executive order on my first day in office preventing discrimination in state
employment. I will fight for equal protection by passing nondiscrimination laws and
protecting reproductive rights, and I will ensure the state of Ohio is serving each and
every one of its people with dignity — and I will veto any attempts to take away women’s
reproductive freedom.
6. What is your position on efforts to protect our water, air, and land? Include climate
change.
John CranleyAs Mayor, I led the way in making climate change a priority in Cincinnati.
Our solar project is the largest solar installation led by a city in the country; the size of 750
football fields. The installation employs 130 workers with salaries that pay $62,000
annually — and city government is now carbon neutral. As governor, I can do similar
projects in at least 10 new counties per year, and will generate 1,300 new jobs per year
while doing good for the planet. Furthermore, my plan also will dramatically expand
H2Ohio to help farmers upgrade tractor and manure practices to stop the fertilizer
overflows that contribute to algae blooms in Lake Erie and elsewhere.
7. What is your position on government oversight of gun ownership and safety?
John CranleyOhioans have the right to bear arms but all citizens have the right to be
free from the epidemic of gun violence. That is why I will push for common-sense gun
reforms that are supported by a majority of Ohio adults, including police and firefighters.
These reforms include universal background checks and repealing Ohio’s new law
allowing people to carry concealed weapons without training or a permit. I’ll expand my
efforts to require smart technology that would authenticate a gun user’s identity and
disable it if anyone else tries to fire it. It would help reduce suicides, render lost or stolen
guns useless and protect law enforcement if their weapons are grabbed from them.
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8. How will you use your role as governor to shape and implement PK - 20 education
policy?
John CranleyI will introduce an education budget first - and it will include a
constitutional system of paying for public education and a system to properly fund it.
Ohio went 25 years without a constitutional school-funding system until it adopted a
method from a bi-partisan team in the current two-year spending plan - but Ohio has
no way to pay for it after this budget expires. I’m going to fix that.
As mayor of Cincinnati, I helped lead the effort to make Cincinnati the first city in Ohio to
provide preschool to 3- and 4-year-olds. I will keep up that work by expanding options
for early learning opportunities statewide so every child is ready for school, make each
school building a technology hub so every student has portable skills and a pathway to a
good-paying job and offer voluntary summer school to help students recover from the
pandemic. Ohio has $5 BILLION in unspent federal covid relief money that can help our
kids catch up from learning lost during the pandemic.
9. What is the state’s obligation to local governments?
John CranleyFor decades, Ohio has been balancing the state budget by making cuts to
local governments. That must stop. I’m a former mayor. I know that the majority of city
budgets are spent on police and fire – vital services that keep our communities safe. I will
restore cuts to Ohio’s Local Government Fund so cities and villages can offer walking
patrols, community-oriented policing and properly staff police and fire services. I also
plan to set the record straight and note that Republican Party cuts to local governments
are the real efforts to defund the police.
10. How will you use your role to impact the criminal justice system?
John CranleyAs the co-founder of the Ohio Innocence Project, which has cleared and
freed 34 wrongfully convicted people, this issue is deeply personal to me. That's why, over
the course of the past twenty years, I have worked as both a City Councilman and Mayor
in Cincinnati to make real change in my city.
Our Collaborative Agreement has become a national standard and I encourage you to
read this Cincinnati Enquirer piece, “Opinion: City's commitment to Collaborative
Agreement stronger than ever” at
https://www.cincinnati.com/story/opinion/2020/02/21/opinion-citys-commitmentcollaborative-agreement-stronger-than-ever/4806546002/ for more information.
As a result of these changes, we improved community-police relations and made the
city safer by arresting less people. As Governor, I have licensing authority over law
enforcement. I will enact reform that mirrors the Cincinnati experience statewide through
that authority.
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Nan Whaley (D)
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OHIO SECRETART OF STATE
Responsibilities: Represents the state in all legal cases in which the state is a party or has
a significant interest.
Salary: $124,196
Term: 4 yrs
Jeff Crossman (D)
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OHIO SECRETARY OF STATE
Responsibilities: Oversees the election process in each of Ohio’s 88 counties. Maintains
records of corporations.
Salary: $124,196
Term: 4 yrs
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OHIO TREASURER
Responsibilities: Collects and safeguards most state taxes and fees, and manages Ohio’s
investment portfolio.
Salary: $124,196
Term: 4 yrs

Scott Schertzer (D)
Biographical Information
Websitehttp://scottschertzerforohio.com
Facebookhttp://www.facebook.com/scott.schertzer.7
Twitter @@schertzer4oh
Education Bachelor of Secondary Education and Social Studies, University of Toledo
Training and Experience Mayor of Marion since 2008, Marion City Council, 2000-2007
1. What are the most important functions of the state treasurer and why?
Scott SchertzerThe Treasurer oversees billions of dollars of taxpayer investments. The
Treasurer sits on all five retirement pension fund boards and can influence the activity of
them. The Treasurer plays a key role in state economic development through the various
Link Deposit programs begun by former Treasurer Mary Ellen Withrow.
Had the current State Treasurer been exercising his fiscal duties, he should have been
able to catch the wasteful spending and corruption rampant today in our state
government.
2. What are your goals for improving the function of the treasurer’s office?
Scott SchertzerTrue accountability! The pension funds and investment funds, as well as
the day to day functions of the office need a complete audit to ensure that taxpayer
money is being protected and being used in the best way to help every Ohio citizen.
I pledge to pinch every penny and be a true watchdog of the people's tax dollars!
3. How can the treasurer’s office influence state fiscal policy?
Scott SchertzerThe Treasurer, through the various Link Deposit Programs, as well as the
decisions on how to invest the taxpayer's money, can have significant influence on the
state's fiscal policies. Helping farmers and small businesses with their access to low
interest loans spurs growth and development throughout every corner of Ohio.
4. How will you ensure transparency and accountability in state finances?
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Scott SchertzerI will order an outside independent audit of every investment fund as well
as the day to day functions of the Treasurer's office itself. I will also call for independent
audits of each of the state's five pension funds and make the results of all of these audits
available to the the public! I will also, while Treasurer, travel across the state to hear from
everyday Ohioans on how state government can better help them succeed.
As Treasurer, I will call for an independent inspector general to be created to monitor all
investments of taxpayer money to ensure true accountability and transparency.
5. How will you use your position to improve fiscal literacy among Ohioans?
Scott SchertzerI will work with school districts across the state to help set up voluntary
programs within high schools to teach students what they will need to know about
finances and everyday fiscal policy before they have to experience it after graduation.
I will also encourage and work with the State Board of Education to require curriculum
that prepares students in the basics of financial decisions they will need to know as
adults.
My office will be available to answer questions of all taxpayers in order for them to make
the best financial decisions for improvements in their daily lives.

Robert Sprague (R)
Biographical Information and Answers to questions:
Candidate has not yet responded.

OHIO AUDITOR
Responsibilities: Audits all financial records of public offices in Ohio. Maintains deed
records of state.
Salary: $124,196
Term: 4 yrs
Taylor Sappington (D)
Biographical Information
Websitehttp://sappingtonforohio.com
Facebookhttp://facebook.com/TaylorSappingtonOH
Twitter @twitter.com/TaylorInSEOhio
Education Bachelor's from Ohio University
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1. What are the most important functions of the state auditor?
Taylor SappingtonThe State Auditor is the best defense for Ohioans and their dollars. As
City Auditor for my Appalachian town of Nelsonville, I stood tall against corruption,
busting up the a large theft scheme just two months on the job. After the IRS and State
levied over $420,000 in penalties and fines against the City due to the culprit's scheme, I
took these large agencies on and earned a near 100% forgiveness of the debts.
Next up, the census, which was riddled with flawed leadership and confusing guidelines
from the top, attempted to downgrade the City from a city to a village. This could cost us
funding sources and our union collective bargaining agreements. I led a communitywide effort that brought all walks of life together to recount the city door-to-door and
successfully stave off village status. We saved the city.
We deserve new, dedicated, young leadership in Ohio that is unafraid to take on the
crooks and safeguard our money. That's exactly what I have done and exactly what I'll
do.
2. What are your goals for improving the function of the auditor’s office?
Taylor SappingtonWe must do anything and everything that makes the Auditor's office
more effective and more efficient. In an era of unprecedented corruption in Ohio, our first
priority must be to beef up the investigative wings of the department. We also sorely
need to begin new examinations and task forces into the shocking amount of foul play,
bribery, and unethical practices from the leadership in Ohio.
As a locality who has paid significant funds for our routine audits, I also will fight to lift the
burden from our stretched thin localities. Our local governments are required by the
Auditor's Office to pay a large hourly rate for the required audits. I can't think of anything
that makes less sense than taking from this year's pothole repair funds to check last
year's pothole repair expenses. The State must fully fund the Auditor's and lift this burden
of costs from our localities who already face a mountain of other unfunded mandates.
3. What will you do to ensure that public funds are not misused by government officials
and those in a position of public trust?
Taylor SappingtonFar too often, candidates for higher office talk about what they will do
with no intention of following through. In many ways, we have seen this play out with our
current leadership. Corruption scandal after scandal has come down the pipeline,
exposing a deep swamp in Columbus and State Government leadership. But who has
been caught and sent to jail? What has been done at all to examine our utility rates, the
bribery scandals, or state contracting process? The answer is nothing.
While nothing was being done on these issues, I worked hard at the local level to expose
a deep culture of corruption and theft at City Hall. Next, we took on some of the strongest
agencies in the world and won. I was unafraid then and now.
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Our Auditor must be active, aggressive, and know the difference between right and
wrong. On day one, I'll begin reorganizations and examinations to ensure that Ohio is no
longer a safe haven for crooked leadership.
4. What is the auditor’s role in investigating online and brick-and-mortar charter
schools?
Taylor SappingtonThe Auditor has a real and credible role in investigating anything and
everything relating to our tax dollars. There should be nowhere our watchdog is afraid to
look and that is the attitude I have in my approach.
Education is the single most important bedrock of our society and country. Therefore I
would have a dual role of both supporting education's advances, while going after bad
actors who are trying to take advantage.
As Auditor, I will work relentlessly to ensure that our money is being spent wisely and
effectively in all educational settings. This includes performance and financial audits of
charters to ensure that online settings are working for students as strongly as brick and
mortar settings. It also involves finding out where our tax money went in the state's
emergency takeovers in East Cleveland, Youngstown, and elsewhere. I will find out why
these are taking so long, where our money is going, and how they are performing. We
deserve at least this.
5. What are the essential criteria to consider when drawing legislative district lines?
How will you improve the redistricting process?
Taylor SappingtonVoters should choose their politicians and not the other way around.
Current Auditor Keith Faber and the GOP on the Redistricting Commission have time
again passed anti-voter maps that only serve to benefit their own special interests and
buddies.
Ohio voted for fair, honest maps that do not slice and dice our power and
neighborhoods. The amendment to our constitution was not confusing or complicated.
These folks instead passed autocratic maps that only served to entrench their power for
another generation, will of the voters be damned. After being struck down multiple times
by the High Court, Mr. Faber went so far as to vote against "slightly" fairer maps because
he didn't believe it helped Republicans maintain power enough.
As a redistricting commission member, I will only support maps that maintain county
and neighborhood integrity. I will only vote for fair and honest maps that allow the voters
a say in their elections and futures.
Keith Faber (R)
Biographical Information and Answers to questions:
Candidate has not yet responded.
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LOCAL BALLOT ISSUES
There is 1 proposed local ballot issue for Tiffin City on the May Primary ballot. It is a
renewal for the levy to be used for maintaining, repairing, and improving public streets.
Shall Ordinance No. 22-3 shall:
Provide for the continuation of an existing one-quarter percent (1/4%) levy on income to provide funds to be
used for the purpose of paying (A) costs, excluding wages, salaries and benefits of City officers and
employees, of (i) maintaining, repairing and improving public streets by constructing, reconstructing and
rehabilitating the pavement base, bridges, curbs, drainage improvements, driveway approaches and
pedestrian ramps, preparing the surface and surfacing and resurfacing, and installing traffic signals and
signalization and (ii) acquiring equipment required for such maintenance, repair and improvements, and (B)
debt service charges on notes or bonds of the City issued for those purposes, for the period commencing
on January 1, 2024 and ending December 31, 2028 (which levy shall be in addition to the City's one and
three-quarters percent (1-3/4%) levy on income that is in effect for a continuing period of time) be passed?
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Voting Precinct Locations
Precinct

Poll Location

Address

001 FOSTORIA 1-A

MAZDA DIRECT DEALERSHIP

1502 NORTH COUNTY
LINE ST
FOSTORIA, OHIO, 44830

002 FOSTORIA 1-B

GEARY FAMILY YMCA ANNEX

125 W NORTH ST
FOSTORIA OH, 44830

003 FOSTORIA 3-A

GEARY FAMILY YMCA ANNEX

125 W NORTH ST
FOSTORIA OH, 44830

004 FOSTORIA 3-B

GEARY FAMILY YMCA

154 W NORTH ST
FOSTORIA OH, 44830

005 FOSTORIA 4-A

FOSTORIA FIRE DEPT

233 W SOUTH ST
FOSTORIA OH, 44830

006 FOSTORIA 4-B

NEW LIFE FAMILY WORSHIP

800 COLUMBUS AVE
FOSTORIA OH, 44830

007 TIFFIN 1-A

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

96 S MONROE ST
TIFFIN OH, 44883

008 TIFFIN 1-B

TIFFIN-SENECA PUBLIC
LIBRARY

77 JEFFERSON ST
TIFFIN OH, 44883

009 TIFFIN 1-C

TIFFIN DEVELOPMENTAL
CENTER

600 N RIVER RD
TIFFIN OH, 44883

010 TIFFIN 2-A

TIFFIN DEVELOPMENTAL
CENTER

600 N RIVER RD
TIFFIN OH, 44883

011 TIFFIN 2-B

ST MARY'S SCHOOL

101 MIAMI ST
TIFFIN OH, 44883

012 TIFFIN 2-C

TIFFIN DEVELOPMENTAL
CENTER

600 N RIVER RD
TIFFIN OH, 44883

013 TIFFIN 3-A

ST MARY'S SCHOOL

101 MIAMI ST
TIFFIN OH, 44883

014 TIFFIN 3-B

JUNIOR FAIR BUILDING

100 HOPEWELL AV
TIFFIN OH, 44883

015 TIFFIN 3-C

ST MARY'S SCHOOL

101 MIAMI ST
TIFFIN OH, 44883
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016 TIFFIN 3-D

JUNIOR FAIR BUILDING

100 HOPEWELL AV
TIFFIN OH, 44883

017 TIFFIN 4-A

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

300 MELMORE ST
TIFFIN OH, 44883

018 TIFFIN 4-B

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

300 MELMORE ST
TIFFIN OH, 44883

019 TIFFIN 4-C

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

300 MELMORE ST
TIFFIN OH, 44883

020 TIFFIN 4-D

UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH

419 COE ST
TIFFIN OH, 44883

GSV CITY BLDG

120 CATHERINE ST
GREEN SPRINGS OH,
44836

ADAMS TWP RODGER
YOUNG VFW HAL

5912 CR 44
GREEN SPRINGS OH,
44836

023 NEW RIEGEL
VILLAGE

NR JR HIGH GYM

44 N PERRY ST
NEW RIEGEL OH, 44853

024 BIG SPRING
TOWNSHIP

NR JR HIGH GYM

44 N PERRY ST
NEW RIEGEL OH, 44853

025 BLOOMVILLE
VILLAGE

BLOOMVILLE COMMUNITY
CENTER

10 BEEGHLY AVE
BLOOMVILLE OH, 44818

026 BLOOM
TOWNSHIP

BLOOM TWP FIRE STATION

74 S MARION ST
BLOOMVILLE OH, 44818

027 CLINTON A

CLINTON TWP FIRE STATION

837 N SR 101
TIFFIN OH, 44883

028 CLINTON B

CLINTON TWP FIRE STATION

837 N SR 101
TIFFIN OH, 44883

029 CLINTON C

CLINTON #2 FIRE STATION

863 E US 224
TIFFIN OH, 44883

030 CLINTON D

CLINTON TWP FIRE STATION

837 N SR 101
TIFFIN OH, 44883

021 GREEN SPRINGS
VILLAGE
022 ADAMS
TOWNSHIP
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CLINTON #2 FIRE STATION

863 E US 224
TIFFIN OH, 44883

032 EDEN NORTH

EDEN TWP COUNTY GARAGE

3210 S SR 100
TIFFIN OH, 44883

033 EDEN SOUTH

EDEN TWP HALL AND FIRE
STATION

6571 S SR 100
MELMORE OH, 44845

034 HOPEWELL A

JUNIOR FAIR BUILDING

100 HOPEWELL AV
TIFFIN OH, 44883

035 HOPEWELL B

HOPEWELL TWP TRUSTEE
OFFICE

5281 W TR 112
TIFFIN OH, 44883

036 HOPEWELL C

BASCOM FIRE STATION

5450 W TIFFIN ST
BASCOM OH, 44809

037 JACKSON
TOWNSHIP

JACKSON TWP HOUSE

10014 W CR 28
FOSTORIA OH, 44830

038 BETTSVILLE
VILLAGE

BETTSVILLE AMERICAN
LEGION

100 STATE ST
BETTSVILLE OH, 44815

039 LIBERTY A

BETTSVILLE AMERICAN
LEGION

100 STATE ST
BETTSVILLE OH, 44815

040 LIBERTY B

KANSAS FIRE STATION

5980 W SR 635
KANSAS OH, 44841

041 LOUDON NORTH

LOUDON TWP OFFICE

9970 WEST TR 112
FOSTORIA OH, 44830

042 LOUDON SOUTH

LOUDON TWP OFFICE

9970 WEST TR 112
FOSTORIA OH, 44830

PLEASANT TWP HOUSE

850 TR 15
OLD FORT OH, 44861

REED TWP HOUSE

14027 SR 162
REPUBLIC OH, 44867

045 REPUBLIC VILL

SCIPIO TOWNSHIP ANNEX
BUILDING

309 S MADISON ST
REPUBLIC OH, 44867

046 SCIPIO
TOWNSHIP

SCIPIO TOWNSHIP ANNEX
BUILDING

309 S MADISON ST
REPUBLIC OH, 44867

043 PLEASANT
TOWNSHIP
044 REED TOWNSHIP
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Poll Location

Address

047 SENECA A

SYCAMORE FIRE STATION #2

4460 TR 1072
MCCUTCHENVILLE OH,
44844

048 SENECA B

SYCAMORE FIRE STATION #2

4460 TR 1072
MCCUTCHENVILLE OH,
44844

049 THOMPSON
TOWNSHIP

ZION UCC CHURCH AT
FIRESIDE

13525 TR 178
BELLEVUE OH, 44811

050 ATTICA VILLAGE

ATTICA VILLAGE HALL

20 S MAIN ST
ATTICA OH, 44807

051 VENICE
TOWNSHIP

VENICE TWP AVR FIRE

221 S MAIN ST
ATTICA OH, 44807

Did You Find This
Voter Guide Useful?
The League of Women Voters of
the Tiffin Area publishes and
distributes this Voter Guide. Such
coverage of future elections can
only happen with the assistance of
interested citizens. Your
contribution to the League of
Women Voters is greatly
appreciated. Please you’re your
contribution to:
League of Women Voters of the
Tiffin Area
P.O. Box 174
Tiffin, OH 44883

Be A Part of It! Join
- For More Information Contact:
League of Women Voters
of the Tiffin Area
P.O. Box 174
Tiffin, Ohio 44883

THE LEAGUE OF
WOMEN VOTERS
OF THE TIFFIN AREA
www.lwvoftiffin.org
email to:
tiffinleagueofwomenvoters@gmail.com
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The first two years were spent learning
about our community, the political process
at the city, county, state, and national levels.
As a citizen education organization, the
League registers voters, provides unbiased
information on candidates and issues,
sponsors debates and candidates’ nights,
and produces informational publications on
critical public policy issues. Educational
publications published by the League are on
such topics as Ohio government, Ohio
government finances, writing your
government representatives, Ohio’s open
meetings law, and education finance in the
state. Today membership is open to men
and women 18 years of age and older.
The mission of the League of Women
Voters, a nonpartisan political organization,
is to encourage the informed and active
participation of citizens in government and
to influence public policy through education
and advocacy.
In 1920, just six months before the U.S.
Constitution was amended to give women
the right to vote, the National American
Woman Suffrage Association’s President,
Carrie Chapman Catt, proposed the
creation of the League of Women Voters.
The League’s first purpose was to teach
women how to exercise their new right to
vote. Thus, the League was to “finish the
fight” that the suffragists had started. For
over 85 years the League has continued to
serve all citizens and has opened its
membership to any citizen of voting age,
male or female. Today, the League of
Women Voters is a three-tier organization,
including Leagues at the local, state, and
national levels. A member joining any of the
49 local Leagues in Ohio is automatically a
member of the Ohio and the U.S. Leagues.
The Tiffin League was established in 1970
after a couple of women who had been
members in other communities moved to
town and realized there was no League.

As a multi-issue organization, there is a
wide variety of critical areas in which the
League concentrates its efforts through
education and advocacy. The League of
Women Voters takes political action on
issues on which member agreement has
been reached. The Ohio League currently
has positions on the Ohio constitution,
apportionment/districting, state government
finances, children’s services, primary and
secondary education, juvenile justice, and
natural resources. The Tiffin League has
positions on City Charter, City Services,
Parks and Recreation, County
Finances/Services, Housing in Tiffin, Local
Education Funding, Local Election Reform,
and Local Health Care Services and
Behavioral Health Services.
NONPARTISANSHIP:
The League of Women Voters is
nonpartisan - it neither supports nor
opposes any political party or candidate.
The League may take political action on
issues on which member agreement has
been reached. Members, as individuals, are
encouraged to participate fully in the
political process.

